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THE GOLDEN EAGLE. 

{Aquila chrysaetus.) 

By L. L. Dyche, Uaiversity of Kansas, Lawrence. 

Read before the Academy, at Topeka, December 30, 1904. 

npHE Golden Eagle is a rare resident of the state of Kansas. A 
-•- pair of birds were reported to me in 1901 as having reared their 
yonng on a high, rocky ledge in Trego county. In fall and winter the 
birds may be considered as not uncommon. If I should judge from 
my own experience, during the past fifteen or twenty years, I should 
say that the birds had increased as winter sojourners rather than de- 
creased. During the fall and winter of 1901 and 1902, not less than 
twenty-one Golden eagles were reported to me at the University of 
Kansas as having been killed or trapped in the state of Kansas. Many 
were undoubtedly taken that I had no knowledge of. However, very 
few eagles are thrown away without first being offered to a museum 
or taxidermist. 

A dozen were reported last winter, and the record is up to nine 
specimens already for this winter. It has been possible to see them 
almost any pleasant day this fall soaring in the neighborhood of 
Lawrence, especially in the valley of the Wakarusa, a few miles east 
or west of the city. 

The Golden eagle is, by most writers, considered a grander, nobler 
and more courageous bird than his near cousin, the Bald eagle. One 
specimen of Golden eagle, a female from western Kansas, received in 
the laboratory in 1901, had a spread of wings of eighty-seven inches, 
and the bird weighed twelve pounds and five ounces. However, there 
was a full pound of jack-rabbit meat in the bird's crop. 

The object of this paper, however, is not to give general informa- 
tion about the bird, but to give notes upon its food habits, based 
upon the examination of specimens that have happened to fall into 
my hands. 

The record of observations extends over a period of twenty-two 
years, during which time over forty birds were examined. Some 
specimens had nothing of consequence in their crops, while others 
had been kept in captivity and fed, rendering them of no value for 
food- habit observations. 

The notes which follow are based upon the examination of thirty 
stomachs that had more or less food in them. 

In order to get a better idea of the field covered, I have prepared 
a chart. By reference to this chart, the date, locality and nature of 
food found in each bird's stomach can be ascertained. 
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Twenty-three of the thirty birds were taken in Kansas. No birds 
were taken in April, June, July, August, or September, and but one 
in May. 

Eleven of the thirty birds had eaten common Cottontail rabbit. 

Seven had eaten jack-rabbit. 

Nine had eaten prairie-dogs. Five of these had eaten more or less 
of two different animals, as was shown by the food mass containing 
more than two fore or hind feet, two tails, or two pairs of ears. 

One which was sent from Riley county in May, 1883, had in its 
crop a mass of partly digested stuff that contained feet, some bones 
and hair that seemed to belong to a young coyote wolf. 

One taken in October, 1889, in the northern part of the state of 
Washington, had been feeding upon a woodchuck, presumably Arc- 
tomys pruinosus, as this species lives in that locality. 

One specimen, taken near Lawrence, October 7, 1891, had eaten a 
Franklin's gopher-squirrel [Spermophilus ffanklini). This speci- 
men also had some hair and bones of a rabbit in its food contents. 

One bird, taken March 11, 1894, had the feet, some bones, feathers 
and meat of a Short-eared owl {Asio accipitrinus) in its crop. This 
bird had also some rabbit bones and hair in its food mass. 

A specimen taken in Wabaunsee county, Kansas, November, 1885, 
had eaten part of an opossum. Another, taken in Franklin county, 
Kansas, January 25, 1902, had eaten a fox-squirrel. 

The last bird studied was taken November 17, 1904. It had parts 
of a Cottontail rabbit and the foot and leg of a Red-tail hawk in its 
crop. 

As a rule but one kind of food was found in the crop of each bird. 
When more than one kind was present, it was usually some hard, un- 
digestible material, as ears or feet, which had been left over from a 
former meal. 

Twenty-three of the birds had fed upon rabbits or prairie-dogs, the 
animals most common in the localities where the birds were taken. 

One hawk and one owl constitute the only traces of bird food found 
in the stomachs of the thirty eagles examined. 

However, but one bird was taken during the months of April, May, 
June, July, August, and September, the season of the year when birds 
would perhaps be more likely to be taken for food. 
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